— YouShare

The Answer



The Answer

Facing Our Brokenness
Need for a Restored Relationship
God’s Cure for Our Problem



Facing Our Brokenness

We live in a world of broken relationships. Most people use others for their own desires. When they
don’t need them anymore or feel like they have a “better deal” they discard and abandon them.

Few are faithful to the commitments they make. As broken people we focus on “me.”

Have you or anyone you know been affected by any of these?

Wars Violence Hate Rape

Racism Divorce Gangs Addictions
Robbery Poverty Lawsuits Child Abuse
Sexual Abuse Political Fighting Murders Unfaithfulness
Financial Scams Fractured Families Corruption Human Trafficking

Some suggest that the solution to all this is more police, politicians, prisons, laws, lawyers, judges,
religion, education or money.

Our major problem is not legal, economic, religious, psychological, or educational.

We have relationship problems caused by a heart problem. We need a new heart!

“The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.” Jer. 17:9
“l will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you.” Ez. 36:26

God’s outrageous love for us can create a new heart in us.




Need for a Restored Relationship God

Who can say, | have kept my heart pure; | am clean

: ) . God Is Perfect And Holy
and without sin? Pro. 20:9 Your ways, O God, are holy. What
god is so great as our God? Psalms 77:13

But what does God Say?

God Is The Lawgiver

There is only one Lawgiver and Judge James 4:12

Ma Nn ~ Jesus Is The Source Of Life
Alla man’s waysseem . | Whoever hears my word and believes him who sent
right to him. Pro.16:2 ( 0°¢* me has eternal life and will not be condemned. He has
- crossed over from death to life. John 5:24

We're Not Perfect There is no

one righteous, not even one; for Jeslus Is I\hei'Lli'\ ht{_. h Id
all have sinned and fall short of the am the light ot the world. John 8:12

cglory of God. Rom. 3:10, 23

onsequence For the wages of sin is death. /Bege\\g@“"/ Jesus Is The Way To God

Rom 6:23 “l am the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.
We Have Broken The Laws Of God Teacher, which is John 14:6
the greatest commandment in the Law? Jesus Replied:
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your Jesus Is Our Help ...
soul and with all your mind. And'the second is like it: Love your Je_sbuls ia'd’ With "l':aé‘ tc}]‘.'s |I|$ 'L".‘ 0s-
neighbor as yourselF. Matt. 22:36-39 sible but not with God; all things
onsequence All who rely on observing the law are under a curse. ate possible with God. Mark 10:27
Gal. 3:10 /e\‘ :
e
We Are Spiritually Dead As for you, you were dead in your & ~
transgressions and sins Eph. 2:1 . ' . /\&/;
Consequence But they will have to give account to him who is P
ready tOJudge the ||V|ng and the dead. 1 Peter 4:5 \/ - 4

We Are Blind The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that
they cannot see t%e light of tﬁe Gospel 2 Cor. 4:4

Consequence he does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded him.
1John 2:11

We've Lost Our Way They wander far from the life God gives. Eph. 4:18

Conseci1 ence There is a way that appears to be right, but in the end it leads to
death. Prov. 14:12

We Are Helpless To Save Ourselves The disciples were even more
amazed, and said to each other, Who then can be saved? Jesus
looked at them and said: With man this is impossible.
Mark 10:26-27
Consequence Remember that at that time you
were separated from Christ without hope
and without God in the world.
Eph. 2:12

We can't restore our relationship with God by being good, doing good, being religious, or belonging
to the right church or religion. We are helpless to save ourselves.

God’s plan is not to give us what we deserve, but to rescue us from what justice demands.

That is called God’s mercy.
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God’s Cure for Our Problem

“God has come to help his people.” - Luke 7:16

“For he longs for all to be saved and to understand this truth: That God is on one side and all the
people on the other side, and Christ Jesus, himself man, is between them to bring them together,

by giving his life for all mankind.
| Tim. 2:4-6 (LB)

Man God

Death “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sin and live for Life!
ea righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.” | Peter 2:24 o

“Once you were under God’s curse, doomed forever for your sins.” Ephesians 2:1LB Redeemed =

Cursed Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by P h d
becoming a curse for us.” Galatians 3:13 urchase
Give “But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death F
Account to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation.” Colossians 1:22 s
Lost In “For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into
Dark the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, Forgiven
arkness the forgiveness of sins.” Colossians 1:13-14
“I tell you the truth, those who listen to my message and believe in God P d
Dy.ng who sent me have eternal life. They will never be condemned for their sins, assg
but they have already passed from death into life.” John 5:24 To Life

“But when the kindness and love of God our
Savior appeared, he saved us, not because Heirs With

Helpless
No tlope

of righteous things we had done, but because
of his mercy... so that having been justified HOPe
by his grace, we might become heirs having

the hope of eternal life.” Titus 3:4-5,7

“Therefore, there is now no
condemnation for those who
are in Christ Jesus.”

Romans 8:1
| am more lost than | ever dared to

lllustration Of A Serial Killer

Imagine You Have A Four Year Old Son

admit. | am more loved than | ever
dared to dream. — Timothy Keller

God’s Love is Extraordinary!

“And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is. May you
experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and
power that comes from God.” Ephesians 3:18-19

Finding this treasure of grace and mercy makes the poorest beggar a prince; missing this gift makes the wealthiest man a pauper.

- Max Lucado
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What Does God Actually

Offer Us?

The Bible is the story of God’s pursuit for a loving relationship with man. God reveals Himself to us and offers us love
and life through a covenant. This page explains the entire outline, theme and plot of the Bible.

Covenant: a treaty, agreement, will, testament,
alliance.

Covenants have at least four parts:

Parties—the persons who enter the covenant: God and man.
Terms—what man agrees to do for God.

Promises—what God promises to do for man.
Consequences—the results of rejecting God’s covenant.

The Bible is the history of a series of connected
covenants from God to man. A contract is selfish
and protects oneself from the other. A covenant
is an agreement in which two parties agree to
advance the best interest of the other party; it is
selfless.

Since before creation, God planned to offer for-
giveness and eternal life for mankind.

“..a faith and knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life,
which God, who does not lie, promised before the beginning
of time.” Titus 1:2

God revealed his love through a series of
covenants. With a rocket, the capsule is the
most important part:

5 - He made a better covenant with Us

through His Son’s death. Heb. 8:6

4 - He made a covenant with Israel

(Abraham’s descendants) Ex. 19:5

NN

3 - He made a covenant with Abraham

Gen. 12:1-3 & 15:18

2 - He made two covenants with Noah

Gen. 6:18 & 9:9,11

1 - God made a covenant with Adam.

Hosea 6:7

.

God’s covenants reveal that He is faithful and
always keeps His promises.

“For everything that was written in the past was written to
teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement

of the Scriptures we might have hope.” Romans 15:4

All of God’s covenants lead us to the New
Covenant: the capsule, the prize, the treasure.

The New Covenant

The new covenant started when Jesus died and

shed His blood on the cross:
“Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are
called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, now that

he has died as a ransom to set them free from sins.” Heb. 9:15

The New Covenant is better than the old:
“But the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs
as the covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old

one, and it is founded on better promises.” Heb. 8:6

His invitation:

“Come to me, all of you who are weary and burdened, and |
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,
for | am gentle and humble in heart and you will find rest for

your souls.” Matt. 11:28, 29

“Now we rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with
God—all because of what our Lord Jesus Christ has done in

dying for our sins-making us friends of God.” Rom. 5:11 LB
Long before you decided what you would do with

God, God decided what He would do with you.
Louie Giglio

Page 7



God’s New Covenant

“God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ.” Ephesians 1:5

God wants us to be in a healthy relationship with Him and others.

The Parties of the New Covenant
God and anyone who gets into Christ. It is offered

to all people, of any race, economic group or

nationality; to alcoholics, adulterers, addicts,

murderers, prisoners, failures, the successful,
religious or not. All are invited.

God’s Promises make everything new.

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation: the old

has gone, the new has come.” 2 Cor. 5:17

God Promises...
Love

Freedom from Accusation
Forgiveness/Exonerated
Won’t Remember Our Sins
Resurrection

Eternal Life

Eternal Home/Place with God

Life to the Full
Joy

New Birth
Adoption
Family
Presence
Daily Help
Mind-Attitude
Purpose
Citizenship
Spirit in Us
Power to Live
Security
Overwhelming Victory
Persecution
Motivation
Suffering
Hope

Loving Discipline
Understanding
Inheritance

Accessibility and Confidence

John 3:16 & Romans 8:38-39

Col. 1:22

Acts 2:38

Heb. 8:12

1 Cor. 6:14 & 15:51-53
1John 5:11 & Rom. 6:23
Rev. 21:1-4

John 10:10

1 Peter 1:8

John 3:3,7

Eph. 1:5 & Rom. 8:15
Gal. 6:10

Matt. 28:20

Rom. 8:26-28 & Phil. 1:6
Eph. 4:23-24

Eph. 2:10

Phil. 3:20

1 Cor. 3:16 & Rom. 5:10, 8:9
Eph. 3:21

2 Peter 3:17

1John 5:4-5 & Rom. 8:37
2 Tim. 3:12

2 Cor. 5:13-14

1 Peter 1:6

2 Cor. 1:10

Rev. 3:19

Heb. 4:15

1 Peter 1:4

Heb. 4:16

God does not promise material wealth, good
health, job security, or freedom from problems and
sufferings.

God promises strength to persevere.

“l have told you these things, so that in me you may have
peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! |
have overcome the world.” John 16:33

God promises us His peace.

“Since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith in his
promises, we can have real peace with him because of what
Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us.” Romans 5:1

Man’s Terms

What | agree to do for God
First: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest

commandment.” Matt. 22: 37,38

Second: “And the second is like it, ‘Love your neighbor as

yourself.”” Matthew 22:39

Jesus showed us how to love the good, bad, reject-
ed, lonely, arrogant, displaced, outcast and the
imperfect.

For Christ’s love compels us, all this is from God, who recon-
ciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself
in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he
has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are
therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making
his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be
reconciled to God. 2 Cor. 5:14-15 & 18-20

Loving like Jesus and sharing His story is my new
life motivation.
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Jesus is God’s Great Gift

“In Him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace

that He lavished on us.” Eph. 1:7-8

“These are the promises listed on the first page so you can read them this week.”

All Is New...

Love
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal

life. John 3:16

For | am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels
nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any pow-
ers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in

Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:38-39

Freedom From Accusation

But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body
through death to present you holy in his sight, without blem-
ish and free from accusation. Col. 1:22

Forgiveness/Exonerated
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.”

Acts 2:38

Won’t Remember Our Sin
“For I will forgive their wickedness and remember their sins no

more” Heb. 8:12

Resurrection
By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will

raise us also. 1 Cor. 6:14

Listen, | tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all
be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised
imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable

must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with

immortality. 2 Cor. 15:51-53

Eternal Life

And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and
this life is in his Son. | John 5:11

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 6:23

Eternal Home/Place with God

Then | saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heav-
en and the first earth had passed away, and there was no lon-
ger any sea. | saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully
dressed for her husband. And | heard a loud voice from the
throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the
people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people,
and God himself will be with them and be their God. ‘He will
wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death
or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has
passed away.” Rev. 21:1-4

Full Life

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; | have come

that they may have life, and have it to the full. John 10:10

Joy

Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though
you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with
an inexpressible and glorious joy. 1 Peter 1:8

New Birth

Jesus replied, “Very truly | tell you, no one can see the king-

dom of God unless they are born again.” John 3:3

You should not be surprised at my saying, “You must be born

again.” John 3:7

For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of
imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.
1 Peter 1:23

Adoption

The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you

live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about
your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.”
Romans 8:15

Family
Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all peo-
ple, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.

Gal. 6:10
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Presence

And surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age.
Matthew 28:20

Daily Help

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do
not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself in-
tercedes for us through wordless groans. And he who searches
our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of
God. And we know that in all things God works for the good
of those who love him, who have been called according to his

purpose. Romans 8:26-28

Mind-Attitude

...be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on
the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and

holiness. Ephesians 4:23-24

Purpose
For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

Ephesians 2:10

Citizenship
But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior

from there, the Lord Jesus Christ. Philippians 3:20

Spirit In Us
Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and
that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? | Corinthians 3:16

Power To Live
..To Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus through-

out all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. Ephesians 3:21

Security

Since you already know this, be on your guard so that you
may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall
from your secure position. || Peter 3:17

Overwhelming Victory

For everyone born of God overcomes the world. And this is
the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. Who is it
that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus

Christ is the Son of God. | John 5:4-5

Persecution
In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus

will be persecuted... || Timothy 3:12

Motivation
For Christ’s love compels us. || Corinthians 5:14

Suffering

In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you
may have had to suffer grief and all kinds of trials. | Peter 1:6

Hope
On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver

us. Il Corinthians 1:10

Loving Discipline
Those whom | love | rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and
repent. Revelation 3:19

Understanding

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize
with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted
in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin.

Hebrews 4:15

Inheritance
And into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—
kept in heaven for you. | Peter 1:4

Accessibility and Confidence

So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God.
There we will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help
us when we need it most. Hebrews 4:16
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How to Restore Our Relationship with God

A new relationship with God begins with faith in Him.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have

eternal life.” John 3:16
Faith in God is “being fully persuaded that God has power to do what he has promised.” (Romans 4:21).

“Then what can we boast about doing, to earn our salvation? Nothing at all. Why? Because our acquittal is not based
on our good deeds; it is based on what Christ has done and our faith in Him.” Romans 3:27

This is Good News!

Trying to save ourselves or being good enough leads to exhaustion, frustration, and desperation.

We can do nothing to make God love us more than He already loves us.

Biblical Faith Is: Believing (using your brain) that God became man in Jesus, that he died for our sins, was
buried and was raised from the grave.

“For what | received | passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures” | Corinthians 15:3,4

Biblical faith requires intellectual belief and our response.

“In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” James 2:17

In the 1860s there was a famous tightrope walker Faith leads to |oving God

named Blondin. He went to Niagara Falls to put on

a three-day show. Blondin stretched the tightrope “If | have faith that can move mountains but have
across the Falls, and for two days walked this rope, not love, | am nothing.” | Corinthians 13:2

drawing a tremendous crowd. On the third day
he said he was going to walk the rope, blindfolded

and pushing a wheelbarrow. Before he tried this Faith and love lead to Ioving obedience
feat, he went among the crowd and asked, “Do

you believe | can do this?” There wasn’t anyone in “..The only thing that counts is faith expressing
the crowd who doubted. So he climbed up on the itself through love” Galatians 5:6

rope and asked, “Who will come up and get in the
wheelbarrow?”

We need to be rooted in love
How many do you think

? )
volunteered? If you love Me you will obey what | command.”

John 14:15
One, his five year old daughter.
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True Love Leads to Repentance

“In the past, God overlooked such ignorance, but now he

commands all people everywhere to repent.” Acts 17:30

In Acts 2:14, we read Peter’s first sermon to a
crowd of unbelievers after the death, burial, and
resurrection of Jesus.

Peter’s Conclusion
“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this

Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” Acts 2:36

Following We Read The People’s Response

“These words of Peter’s moved them deeply, and they said

to him and the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what shall we do?”

Acts 2:37

Asking the question reveals they believed the mes-
sage. Their new belief called for action. They asked

what do we need to DO?

Peter’s Answer
“Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in
the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven.

And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Acts 2:38

Repentance means making a “U-turn.”

Religious repentance is trying to keep a long list
of do’s and don’ts in order to be acceptable to God
and thus be saved.

Christian repentance is turning from rejecting
Jesus to trusting Him—it’s all about turning to Him
for a restored relationship.

It’s about
moving from
this to this
) ~» 7 Yo ~
[ [
Life My Way Life God’s Way

Relationally, Jesus said we can’t serve two masters.
When we repent, we are saying “It will be Jesus.”

In God’s eyes, we are either serving Him or we are
serving the devil. The devil wants us to serve him
and destroy our relationship with God.

“Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the
hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to
a knowledge of the truth, and that they will come to their
senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken

them captive to do his will.” 2 Tim. 2:25-26

“Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient
God is with you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you
see that his kindness is intended to turn you from your sin?”

Romans 2:4

“Repent then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be
wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord”

Acts 3:19

God’s love for us leads us to having faith in Him, loving Him, repenting and then...

Confession is My Verbal Declaration and Acceptance of My Relationship With Jesus

“If you confess with your mouth, Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is

with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.” Romans 10:9-10

Confession is speaking of my love for Jesus—it is my faith in action.

Can you imagine a gu proposing and in the coming days introducing his fiance to others by saying, “Hi, | want to

introduce you to my fZlend...”
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Baptism

“Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching

them to obey everything | have commanded you.”

Matt. 28:18-20

Peter passed on Jesus’ command:

“Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in
the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven.

And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Acts 2:38

“..He anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, and put
his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to

come.” 2 Cor. 1:21-22

God commands baptism into Jesus. It’s a matter of
covenant trust and obedience.

The Bible models that disciples can be baptized any
day, in any water, by any other disciple of Jesus.

We are baptized into Jesus, not a denomination.

Baptism is our oath or pledge of loyalty and
obedience to God.

“..and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also
— not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a
good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection

of Jesus Christ...” 1 Peter 3:21

My Pledge Of Commitment

The word pledge in the Greek is the same word that
was used when two businessmen would enter into

a deal. The seller made a proposition and the buyer
considered it.

If he accepted it, he stood and said, “I pledge that
| am going to live according to the terms of this
agreement.” This was done before a witness, and
that pledge finalized the agreement and made it
binding.

When we are presented the news of God’s love, we
can either accept it or reject it. There is no neutral
ground. We answer yes or no. If we choose to say
yes, we are to respond to the covenant by being

baptized.

When we turn to Jesus and declare that we want to
become a disciple of Jesus, God asks us to take an
oath. God has already taken His oath. He did it in
the cross and signed it with His blood.

These verses teach what happens in baptism:
“...for all of you who were baptized into Christ have been

clothed with Christ.” Gal. 3:27

“And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and
wash your sins away, calling on His name.” Acts 22:16

In the Greek language, from which the New
Testament was writen, the word baptize means to
plunge, to immerse, or to dip.

When | come to Christ | am dead in my sins. What
do you do with someone who is dead? You bury
them. Baptism pictures being buried in water but
we rise up to live a new life forgiven and recipients

of His Holy Spirit.

“Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore
buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just
as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the
Father, we too may live a new life.” Romans 6:3-4

Paul says, baptism pictures our death, burial, and
resurrection with Jesus and His actual death, burial
and resurrection.
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Marriage & Christianity Covenants Comparison

Marriage is a Covenant Relationship. Mal. 2:14

The Covenant of Marriage

This relationship begins with a special kind of faith and

confidence that says, “I've found the one I've been looking

for.”

This confidence lead:s to...
Loving the other with all your heart means saying, “l want to
spend the rest of my life with you alone.”

This is a decision of the head/heart. It is not a feeling.

Someone proposing marriage and the other accepting. Selfless
love submits to the other’s best interest and promises to be
faithful to them by putting their needs first.

“You're first in my life, you only. The search is over.”

Are there other commitments to be renounced?

Telling others of the decision made. Committed.

Wedding Ceremony

It’s an end and a beginning.
Renouncing the single life for a shared life.
- It’s an exclusive relationship.
Giving the oath of allegiance to advance the other’s best
Interest.

Now we share the benefits and responsibilities of a marriage
covenant.

We can’t sit back and do nothing!

The depth and quality of your relationship will be determined
by you and your mate working on growing your relationship.

The Covenant with Christ

This relationship begins with a faith, confidence, and belief
that says: “I've found the one | need: | believe Jesus Christ is
the Son of God, that He came to die for my sins”

This faith and belief respond by...

Loving God with all my heart, soul and mind.

This is a decision of the head/heart. It is not a feeling.

In love, | submit myself to Jesus and promise to be faithful
and obey Him. | advance His needs before mine as He has
done for me. | accept His invitation/proposal. | put Jesus on
the throne of my life.

You're first, you only. The search is over = repentance.
Are there other commitments to renounce?

Telling others of the decision I’ve made: confession.

Baptism is to the covenant with Jesus what the wedding is to
the covenant of marriage.

It’s an end and a beginning.
Renouncing the “self” life for a shared life.
Giving the oath of allegiance.

Now | can enjoy all the promises of my new relationship and
live to fulfill my terms of this covenant relationship with
Jesus.

| can’t sit back and do nothing!
The depth and quality of my relationship with Christ in large

part, depends on me. God will be faithful. So, the question is
will | be faithful?

Where are you in the new covenant?
Believe, Love, Repent, Confess, Baptism
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Amazing Results of Our New Relationship with Jesus

Some mistakenly believe that when someone becomes a Christian, they will then be perfect in everything they do

for the rest of their life, a real saint.

One person’s definition of a Christian:

“A Christian is a person who is becoming what in God’s eyes they already are.” (Source unknown).

A similar statement is found in the Bible:

“...because by one sacrifice He has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.” Hebrews 10:14

There are two dimensions of our relationship operating at the same time.

Our Position

Because of his love for us God makes us perfect in
his sight, forever, by our position.

Is a Place: ...And we are in Him who is true — even in his Son
Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.”
| John 5:20

Is a Gift: “..itis by grace you have been saved, through faith
— and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God — not by
works, so that no one can boast.”

Ephesians 2:8-9

Is Unchanging: “I write these things to you who believe in the
name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have
eternal life.” | John 5:13

Is All Equal: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free,
male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

Galatians 3:28

Is New Person: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”
Il Corinthians 5:17

My Spiritual Position in Jesus is a result of our being loved.
1John 4:19 says, “We love because he first loved us.” He loved

us, came for us, died and was raised from the dead and now
adopts us as sons and daughters. We are deeply loved. Knowing
this will change our hearts and minds and life. It’s All About
Relationship.

Our Condition

Once we are in Jesus, God patiently works to
transform our condition.

Is a Journey: “...being confident of this, that he who began a
good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of

Christ Jesus.” Philippians 1:6

God is working to transform us.

Is a Work in Progress: “Train yourself to be godly. For physical
training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things,
holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.”
1Timothy 4:7-8

We need to cooperate in this transformation.

Is Changing: “we.... are being transformed into his likeness
with ever increasing glory”

Il Corinthians 3:18

Is Unequal: For though by this time you ought to be teachers,
you need someone to teach you...all over again. You need milk,
not solid food!

Hebrews 5:12

Is New Attitude: “You were taught, with regard to your former
way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted

by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your
minds...”

Ephesians 4:22-23

My Spiritual Condition reflects my response to God’s love.
Am | really putting myself into this relationship? There is no

other way | can show God that | love Him than to obey Him.
If | say, “God | love you” but | don’t obey Him my words are
empty.
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The Goodness Scale

Some people mistakenly think you have to become
100% perfect in your condition to go to heaven.

Evil Good
0 25 50 75 100

Who is the worst person in the history of the world?
Where would you put them on the scale?

Who is the best person in the history of the world?
Where would you put them on the scale?

Where would you put yourself?

The Bad News is we can’t achieve 100% on our own.
Jesus said “with man this is impossible.” We can’t get
to 100% to save ourselves.

The Good News is we don’t have to. Jesus destroys
the goodness scale.

When we accept Christ, we are immediately made
100% perfect in God’s eyes. It’s a gift. We are going
to heaven. If we die tomorrow, a week later, or 10
years later and we are in Christ, we are going to
heaven. It has been resolved.

We are made perfect in God’s sight because of His grace and then He does for us what we don’t deserve.
He helps us grow and mature in our condition becoming more like Jesus.

“..because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.” Hebrews 10:14

“God saved you by grace when you believed. And you can’t
take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a re-
ward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast

about it.” Ephesians 2:8-9

“And | am certain that God who began the good work within
you will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day
when Jesus Christ returns.” Philippians 1:6

God will not be finally finished with us, until He

returns or we go to be with Him.

Conclusion: We're saved because of our position,
not our condition! That’s the Grace of God. It’s our
position in Christ that gives us peace, joy, and hope until
the end of our life.

This conclusion sometimes raises this question:
Does this mean that our condition is not important?

The answer in the New Testament is that it is im-
portant! We shouldn’t abuse or take advantage of
God’s grace and freedom.

“Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover up
for evil; live as servants of God.” 1 Peter 2:16

The apostle Paul wrote:

“l don’t mean to say | am perfect. | haven’t learned all | should
even yet, but | keep working toward that day when | will finally
be all that Christ saved me for and wants me to be.”

Philippians 3:12

Jesus loves me and takes me just the way | am, but
He has no plans of leaving me that way.

My old motivation for being good was to make me
look good. But the new motivation is to make Jesus

look good.

When I'm in Jesus my goal is not to make me look
better than everybody else. | want to become like
Him, to please Him.

So, | will have to live like an athlete and reject things

that could ruin me from being effective and being
the best | can be.
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What Does a Christian Do When They Sin?

While it is something to be avoided, we will sin after becoming

a Christian and | John 1:8 talks about this.

We are learning, growing, struggling, and sometimes we
fail. It’s part of our journey.

“We all stumble in many ways.” James 3:3

Many have a mistaken concept of God’s forgiveness.
We call it “lined religion”.

Living Above the Line = Saved

?
B

Accepted Christ

Living Below the Line = Lost

Everything starts fine. We accept Christ and are moving
up. Then we sin and we feel like we have fallen below the
line. We pray “Lord, forgive me!” We hope we are above
the line again, at least until the next sin. With enough
time we ask if we are above or below the line? We lose
our sense of peace and security and fear sets in. This is
not how God works!

What’s a Christian to do when they sin? It is clear...

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us
our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9

To confess is not saying, “I'm sorry,” it is saying, “I did
it.” It’s agreeing with God and acknowledging that | know
that what | did was sin and taking responsibility for it.

Why do we need to confess?
It’s to keep the lines of communication open in order to
continue growing in our relationship with Jesus.

Adam and Eve hid from God when they sinned. When we
try to hide our sins from Him, we shut Him out. We close
our heart to Him. We are weakened and more vulnerable

to destructive attitudes and behavior.

God wants us to be close to Him, to trust and love
Him. He is waiting for us to confess our sins.

At the circus we see the high wire artist doing his
amazing routine. The safety net gives him confidence to
be bold. He doesn’t want to fall but there is protection in
case he does.

God calls us to ‘step out’ and follow Him in a radically
new life. We don’t want to fall or fail God. There is
protection in case we do. God’s grace is our safety net.

. N,
.

What if we don’t confess our sins?

“Those whom | love | rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and

repent.” Rev. 3:19

God’s promise is that if | don’t acknowledge my sins and
don’t repent of it he’s going to disicpline me as any loving
parent would do with their kids.

“Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought
best; but God disciplines us for our good...”
Heb. 12:10-1

God can discipline us by intervening or let us suffer our

consequences by not stepping in. Luke 15:11-32 (Prodigal Son)

Confession is:

* Accepting responsibility for my actions

* Telling God | agree with Him

* Declaring my commitment to change

* Giving thanks to God for His forgiveness

* Seeking to restore any damaged relationships

The New Covenant doesn’t teach us to repeatedly ask for
forgiveness; “God forgive me for this. God forgive me for
that.”

Ask me for the pencil! Ask me for the pencil!

| don’t need to keep asking God for forgiveness. He has
already given it to me. When | sin | need to confess it.

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellow-
ship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies

us from every sin.” 1 John 1:7
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Disciples - 1

Now You Are “In Jesus”
Rely on Jesus’ Holy Spirit
Story of the Vial



Now You Are “In Jesus”

Do you remember this chart?

Now that we are In Christ, whenever we die we will
be with Him. That is a gift from God. He gives us
what we could never achieve on our own, perfection.
Now we want to focus on our spiritual condition.

We can be assured that God will do everything He
promised us. He is faithful.

“I’m confident that he who began a good work in you will carry
it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”

Phil. 1:6.

God is going to finish what He started in us.

So what is our part in keeping this new
relationship strong and healthy?

The most important thing we can do is to stay close
to Jesus. Nothing is more important. Period!

Jesus said seven times in John 15 to ‘remain in Me.’
It is a command that brings us joy and peace, in an
unbroken relationship with Him. We started with
Him, and it won’t work without remaining in Him. If
we ignore Him, our relationship will grow cold.

Rev. 2:3-5.

Jesus invited us, “Come to me.” Then he says,
“Remain in me.” Coming without remaining doesn’t
serve us well. Comming demands remaining.

How do we remain close to Jesus?

1) Talk to Him - Pray

“Pray continually.” 1 Thess. 5:17

Prayer is not just some formal thing | do in a Church
meeting on the weekends or when | get on my knees
and close my eyes. It is an all day conversation. As |
go through my day | can constantly be talking with
Jesus because he is with me and in me.

The A.C.T.S.S.S. acronym can be as a guide for
prayer: Adoration; Confession; Thanksgiving,
Supplication (Pray for others), Silence (listen),
Submission (Your will be done).

2) Study His Word
Focus on the New Testament. You will find new

treasures every day.
“All Scripture is God breathed and useful for teaching, rebuk-

ing, correcting, and training in righteousness.”

2 Tim. 3:16

Try to read something in the Bible every day.
Don’t go a whole week without studying it.

3) Trust and Obey

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding? Proverbs 3:5

4) Live to please Jesus in all you do.

He did everything to please me and meet my needs.
“We make it our goal to please him.” Il Corinthians 5:9

It doesn’t mean | can’t have personal interests or
desires. My overriding goal in life is to make

sure that everything | do is pleasing to God: My

thoughts, actions, words, and attidude.

5) Learn to think and act like Jesus.
He is the way the truth and the life. If | follow Him
Pll live way it was designed.

“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able
to test and approve what God’s will is— his good, pleasing and

perfect will.” Rom. 12:2
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Rely on Jesus’ Holy Spirit

Jesus promises his Holy Spirit to all who are baptized into Him.

Acts 2:38

“All Disciples are anointed in the Holy Sprirt” | John 2:20, 27

That means we are chosen and set apart for His life
and use. His Spirit guides us if we are listening and
paying attention to Him through the Word and
His inner promptings. He is with us to comfort and
teach us.

We are taught to...

Walk in the Spirit. Gal. 5:16 = trust & obey Jesus.

Don’t grieve the Spirit. Eph. 4:30
We grieve the Holy Spirit by disobeying, not trust-
ing him.

Don’t quench the Spirit. 1 Thess. 5:19
We do that by ‘throwing water’ on His prompting us
to do the right thing. We say “no!”

Be filled with the Spirit. Eph. 5:18-6:20 shows

that being Filled = obeying Jesus. When we obey
Him in what he commands, we will be filled. Filled

= controlled by. It is not seeking an experience or
feeling. We have the H.S. but we are ‘filled’ when we
are obedient. The Holy Spirit wants to produce it’s
fruit in us:

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”

Galatians 5:22,23

This is Christ likeness.

Get close to other Christians.

Don’t go it alone. Find a’local Christian family’.
Heb. 10:25 “And let us consider how we may spur
one another on toward love and good deeds, not
giving up meeting together...” Find one or two
mature Christians you can talk to and share your
experiences with.

Learn how to love others with a Christ like
kind of love.

Family, friends, neighbors, work associates, people
you meet along the way.

“God’s love has been poured out into our heart through the
Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” Romans 5:5

“Love one another.” John 13:34

It is easy to say “l love you,” but it is another thing
to actually practice it. But this is what we were
called to do for Jesus.

Serve others best interests.

“l have no one else like him, who will show genuine concern for
your welfare. For everyone looks out for their own interests,

not those of Jesus Christ.” Philippians 2:20-21

Prepare to be a fruitful Ambassador.

This is an expression of our love for God and
others. If we ‘remain close to Jesus, it will result in
our sharing the Good News with others. It is a sign
of maturity.

“l chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear
fruit-fruit that will last...” John 15:16

“This is to my Fathers glory, that you bear much fruit, showing
yourselves to be my disciples.” John 15:8
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Story of the Vial

A doctor learned one day that his neighbor had
stage 4 cancer and was restricted to bed. He felt
very sorry to learn that. He asked his wife if she
would make a pot of her special chicken soup so he
could take some to his neighbor. Now before he left
he also put a vial of medicine in his pocket. That vial

held the sure cure for the cancer his neighbor had.
He headed off to visit him.

After being escorted to the man’s bed side heex-
pressed his sympathy over hearing about his con-
dition and said he wished he had learned of it long
before now. He listened to the man’s story of how
it had all started and how it had progressed. At one
point the doctor offered his neighbor some of the
soup. He had to help feed it to him. Then he asked
the man if there was anything else he could do to
help. The man said yes. His yard needed mowing
and the front door was broken. The doctor assured
him that he would mow the yard the next day as well
as fix the door. He also told him that if he needed
anything else such as rides to the hospital, tutor his
kids with their school work, or whatever, just to let
him know.

He again expressed his sympathy and even asked
the man if he would like him to pray for him, which
he did. He prayed and then dismissed himself and

went home.

Questions about the sick neighbor:

Did he need to be visited?

Did he need support and sympathy?

Did he need something to eat?

Did he need help with the yard and door?
Did he need someone to pray for him?

Of course, he needed all those things.

So then, what’s the problem?

The doctor didn’t offer the one thing
his neighbor actually needed to

be healed. The vial because with out
it the rest is meaningless.

What were your thoughts about the
doctor when he left without offering

the vial?

We have the vial others need for life,
yes, eternal life. Jesus.
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Don’t Be Suprised

Don’t be surprised to discover you have en-
tered a war zone.

You have an enemy and he is after you.
“Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls

around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist
him, standing firm in the faith...” 1 Peter 5:8

What do you think Jesus and Satan are arm wresting
2
over?

We know Jesus wins the war at the end of time!
Who wins the daily battle over us? Whoever we give
the power to: whoever we believe, trust and
surrender to.

“The flesh desires what is contrary the Spirit. They are in
conflict with each other.” Gal. 5:17

Remember,

“the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the

world.” | John 4:4

Satan is angry. You have betrayed him. You changed
your allegiance from him to Jesus. He will tempt
you, seek to damage and discourage you in this new
relationship. He wants you back.

Often when we experience bad things in life our
tendency is to cry out, “Why God?” Actually we
ought to scream out, “Why Satan?” God does not
do evil, harmful things to his children. Satan does his
dirty work and gets us to blame God! What a crafty
fool he is.

We don’t want to foolishly fall into that trap.

Don’t be surprised to learn that you will still
be tempted to sin. You will be.

“Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness”
2 Tim. 2:22

“Abstain from sinful desires that wage war against your soul.”
1 Peter 2:12

“Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand
against the devils schemes.” Eph. 6:10

It might actually seem like you are being tempted
more now as a zhristian. The reality is that you just
might be more aware of what sin is and your having
to reject it, where in the past you normally just gave
in to it. Don’t’ be surprised by this.

‘Fight the Good Fight of the faith.” 1 Tim. 6:12

Even Jesus was tempted by Satan. The way he re-
sponded was to answer each temptation with Scri‘:-
ture. That is our best response too. Satan says, “Ah,
it won’t hurt. You will like this! You won’t get caught!
You deserve this.” He lies.

This is why it is so important to keep reading the
New Testament a lot, so we know how to respond.

Don’t be surprised to find out that there are
those who teach false doctrine to get you to
follow them.

“..there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly
introduce destructive heresies...” 2 Peter 2:1,2

”be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the
error of the lawless and fall from your secure position.” 3:17

They are all around us; cults, false teachers, mis-
§ui!ed pastors, etc. They want to promote their

alse beliefs and get us to follow them. Be careful.
Keep studying the new covenant.
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Don’t Be Suprised

Don’t be surprised when trouble finds you in

life.

“Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.”

1 Peter 5:7

Life is full of things to worry about. Jesus told about
some who would hear the Gospel but then fall away
over the worries and cares in life.

“The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear,
but as they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries,
riches and pleasure and they do not mature.” Luke 8:14

We all experience stress and worry. Whatever it is,
turn it over to Jesus. Trust him to get you through it.
He is bigger than anything we worry about.

When you start to ‘worry’ douse it with a big dose of
‘worship’. Focus on Jesus and his promises to you.

Don’t be surprised when anger rears its head
in your life.

Most get angry at times. We get angry over how
someone treats us or mistreats us. If not dealt with,
that anger can lead to our doing negative, damag-
ing things. |t can become a soul poison. We need to
learn how to forgive just like Jesus forgave us; he
even forgave those who killed him.

We need to learn how to deal with anger in a con-
structive way. For most of us it is a life long journey.
we need to control our anger or it will control us.

Don’t be surprised when you have serious
questions or doubts.

It is normal to have questions or wonder about some
things in our faith and relationship with Jesus.

Often others raise those doubts; a professor, friend,
someone on TV or in a book. Don’t fear any ques-
tion. God is bigger than any question or doubt. He
is used to them. So the best thing to do is to pray,
share your concern to God and seek an answer from
trusted Christians. You can find a lot of good an-
swers in books written about defending the faith.
There are a lot of great videos addressing all kinds of
subjects.

So use times of doubt to learn and grow more in
Jesus.

Don’t be surprised when you see or hear of
other Christians falling in sin, even leaders.

It is always disappointing but... Put your life’s faith
in Jesus not in another person.

Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, who cannot

save. Psalm 146:3

It would be appropriate to add to ‘princes’, pastors,
mates, leaders, friends, etc. We are to love them,
serve them, but we put our faith for life in Jesus. So
it is disappointing when one of them sins and causes
damage to themselves and others but that shouldn’t
rattle our faith in Jesus.

Be careful, you could be next! Hopefully not, but
we addressed that in the fourth lesson. What do
we do when we sin. Confess it. Stop it. Thank Jesus.
Forgive our self, work at correcting any damage our
sin caused to others, seeking their forgiveness. You
will not do everything perfectly.

When you fall, confess it to God, and to some oth-
ers who will stand with you and help you in doing
the right thing.
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Don’t Be Suprised

Don’t be surprised when you experience
disagreements with other Christians.

We all have our own opinions about most everything
in life. We will have different opinions with others on
issues of faith and the Bible. There is an old saying
that goes like this.

In Essentials, unity.
In non-essentials, liberty.
In all things, charity.

That is to say we ought to seek unity with other
Christians on the very basics of our faith. Whatever
the case we ought to treat others with respect and
love, even when we strongly disagree. We should
always listen, consider, study and if in the end we
are still in disagreement, love the other anyway.

Some day we might learn we were in the wrong on
something. It happens.

Don’t be surprized if you see others fall away
from the faith.

Some will. Don’t let that fool you. Don’t turn your
back on Jesus.

“Be faithful, even to the point of death, and | will give you life

as your victor’s crown.” Rev. 2:10

No Matter What Happens
“Keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work

of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.

2Tim. 4:5

You will get weary; Go to Jesus.

You will be tempted; Go to Jesus.

You will fail at times; Go to Jesus.

You will have victories; Go to Jesus.

You will experience life’s pains, frustrations, fears
and anxieties: Go to Jesus.

You will be abandoned, betrayed or let down by
some, and it will hurt. Go to Jesus.

You will suffer, have illnesses, losses and pass
through crisis. Go to Jesus.

Remember,
If life “broughtcha” to it, God’ll “getcha” through it.

If God’s your Friend, you're never alone.

“That is what the scripture’s mean when they say, No eye has
seen, no ear has heard, no mind has imagined what God has
prepared for those who love him.” 1 Cor. 2:9

“Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are
wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.
For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an
eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes
not on what is seen but on what is unseen, since what is seen is
temporary but what is unseen is eternal.”

2 Cor. 4:16-18

“Listen, | tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep but we will all
be changed- in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised

imperishable and we will be changed.” 1 Cor. 15:51

The day | die will be the greatest day of my life.
| will be with my heavenly Father for eternity.

Page 28



Disciples - 3

Clothe Yourself with Christ



Clothe Yourself with Christ

The concept of being “clothed with Christ” or
“putting on Christ” is a powerful metaphor woven
throughout the New Testament. It speaks to the
transformative nature of faith and the ongoing pro-
cess of becoming more like Jesus Christ..

In all things, charity.

The instruction to clothe oneself with Christ is
explicitly mentioned in Romans 13:14: “Instead,
clothe yourself with the presence of the Lord Jesus
Christ. And don’t let yourself think about ways to
indulge your evil desires.” This passage emphasizes
the intentional act of embracing Christ’s presence
and rejecting sinful desires. It calls believers to
actively pursue a life that reflects Christ’s character
and teachings.

It starts with baptism

Galatians 3:27 states, “And all who have been united
with Christ in baptism have put on Christ, like put-
ting on new clothes.”

It’s the result of a new life

“This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has
become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life

has begun!” 2 Corinthians 5:17.

It’s part of a new identity

“But to all who believed him and accepted him, he
gave the right to become children of God. They are
reborn — not with a physical birth resulting from
human passion or plan, but a birth that comes from

God,” John 1:12-13.

“Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you
learn to know your Creator and become like him,”

Colossians 3:10.

Choosing a new look

In 1975, John Molloy wrote a book called Dress for
Success, which became the fashion guidebook for

many people trying to climb the corporate ladder.

Molloy’s advice centered on a basic premise: always
dress like your boss. Every day, for work, school, or
recreation, we all have to decide what to wear. And
even in our dress-down casual culture, people strive

for the right look.

But we must also make choices about another
wardrobe —our character, attitudes, and actions. If
we claim to be followers of Jesus Christ, our “spir-
itual apparel” is of far greater significance than our

physical clothing.

“For God called you to do good, even if it means
suffering, just as Christ suffered for you. He is your
example, and you must follow in his steps,” 1 Peter

2:21.

“Those who say they live in God should live their
lives as Jesus did,” 1 John 2:6.

“Since you have heard about Jesus and have learned
the truth that comes from him, throw off your old
sinful nature and your former way of life, which is
corrupted by lust and deception. Instead, let the
Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes. Put on
your new nature, created to be like God —truly

righteous and holy,” Ephesians 4:21-24.

Every day, we choose our “spiritual apparel” for the
day — whether we put on the “old nature,” which

is choosing to act and think in the way of the “old
nature,” or clothe ourselves with Christ, which is to
choose to think and act in a godly way.
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Clothe Yourself with Christ

Our daily choices look like this:

“Since God chose you
to be the holy people
he loves, you must
clothe yourselves with
tenderhearted mercy,
kindness, humility, ’1 ;
gentleness, and pa- N

tience. Make allowance

for each other’s faults, \ ‘

and forgive anyone who

offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so
you must forgive others. Above all, clothe yourselves
with love, which binds us all together in perfect

harmony,” Colossians 3:12-14.

Avre the things noted in the text above showing up in
your life? Are you “putting them on”? Read the list
carefully and slowly. What would the people closest
to you say? How can you focus on these more to
incorporate them into your life?

“So put to death the
sinful, earthly things

lurking within you.
Have nothing to do
with sexual immorali-
ty, impurity, lust, and
evil desires. Don’t be
greedy, for a greedy
person is an idolater,
worshiping the things
of this world. Because of these sins, the anger of
God is coming. You used to do these things when
your life was still part of this world. But now is the
time to get rid of anger, rage, malicious behavior,
slander, and dirty language. Don'’t lie to each other,
for you have stripped off your old sinful nature and
all its wicked deeds. Put on your new nature, and

be renewed as you learn to know your Creator and
become like him,” Colossians 3:5-10.

Are you putting to death items listed in the text?
Which are the hardest for you to deal with?

How does that show up in your life?

What do you do to put them to death?

How is that going?

Do you need help in this?

Read the list slowly and carefully.
What would the people you are closest to say?

Don’t grieve (disobey, ignore) Him

“And do not bring sorrow to God’s Holy Spirit by

the way you live. Remember, he has identified you
as his own, guaranteeing that you will be saved on

the day of redemption,” Ephesians 4:30.

Don’t quench or reject the proptings of the
Holy Spirit
“Do not stifle the Holy Spirit,” 1 Thessalonians 5:19.

Instead, walk in the Spirit
“So | say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then

you won’t be doing what your sinful nature craves,”

Galatians 5:16.

The Apostle Paul highlights for us the radical dif-
ference between what our lives look like when we
follow the desires of our old nature verses a life

lived in cooperation with the Holy Spirit: “When
you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the
results are very clear: sexual immorality, impurity,
lustful pleasures, idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quar-
reling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition,
dissension, division, envy, drunkenness, wild parties,
and other sins like these. Let me tell you again, as |
have before, that anyone living that sort of life will
not inherit the Kingdom of God. But the Holy Spirit
produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against
these things! Those who belong to Christ Jesus have
nailed the passions and desires of their sinful nature
to his cross and crucified them there. Since we are
living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading
in every part of our lives,” Galatians 5:19-25.
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Clothe Yourself with Christ

As we put on Christ each day, the Apostle Peter
urges us to “accessorize”: “In view of all this, make
every effort to respond to God’s promises. Supple-
ment your faith with a generous provision of moral
excellence, and moral excellence with knowledge,
and knowledge with self-control, and self-control
with patient endurance, and patient endurance with
godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection,
and brotherly affection with love for everyone,” 2
Peter 1:5-7.

As we start each day and stand in front of
our closet, which clothes are there that will
be most befitting for us, what will make us
the most pleasant for others?

“Examine yourselves to see if your faith is genuine.
Test yourselves. Surely you know that Jesus Christ is
among you; if not, you have failed the test of genu-

ine faith,” 2 Corinthians 13:5.

“And so, dear brothers and sisters, | plead with you
to give your bodies to God because of all he has
done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice
— the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the
way to worship him. Don’t copy the behavior and
customs of this world, but let God transform you
into a new person by changing the way you think.
Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which

is good and pleasing and perfect,” Romans 12:1-2.
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Because God Loves Me

Author unknown

Because God loves me, he is slow to lose patience with me.

Because God loves me, He takes the circumstances of my life and uses them in a constructive way for my growth.
Because God loves me, He doesn’t treat me as an object to be possessed or manipulated.

Because God loves me, He doesn’t need to demonstrate his authority; He is God.

Because God loves me, He touches me. He wants to see me mature and grow in his love.

Because God loves me, He doesn’t save up a list of my sins to beat me over the head with.

Because God loves me, He suffers when he sees that I'm not walking in his ways because he sees that | don’t trust
him.

Because God loves me, He continues trusting in me even at times when | don’t trust in myself.

Because God loves me, He never says there is no hope for me; he patiently keeps working with me, loving and
disciplining me in such a way that it is hard for me to understand the depth of his love for me.

Because God loves me, He doesn’t renounce me even when many of my friends do.

Because God loves me, He stands with me when | have reached the end of my desperation, when | see the real me
and | compare myself with his righteousness, holiness beauty and love.

It is in a moment like that, that | can really believe the reality that God loves me.
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| Can Only Imagine

John Hendee

E. Stanley Jones was a missionary in India for 40 years and authored over 40 books.

In one book he told about a tour of a village in India he was taken on. As they walked along the main street of the village his guide pointed
out a group of women sitting next to the street weaving rugs. The guide mentioned that it took them 6-8 months to make one rug. E.S.
wrote that he felt pains of sadness and pity for the women. The rugs were ugly with no design or pattern. There were loose threads and
knots everywhere. What a waste of their life making something so ugly.

As they walked further up the street a loud noise made him turn to look back. As he turned he happened to see the women and their rugs
again. He was shocked. He had to go back. Arriving at their location he realized that earlier he had been looking at the backside of the
rugs! Now he saw the front. They were amazingly detailed and beautiful. He was overwhelmed and asked how they could possibly make
something so beautiful in only 6-8 months. He stood looking with his mouth hanging open.

I’ve often thought of a wonderful life application in this. At times from our perspective our life seems a bit ‘ugly’, seemingly lacking in
design, full of knots and loose threads. We experience unexplainable and unexpected pains, disappointments, failures and seemingly
meaningless events of life maybe mixed with a scattering of good things and it doesn’t make sense. We wonder, we have doubts and we ask
why, what’s it all about?

Those are the moments when we need to be patient and trust God, the one who weaves the tapestry of our lives. What we see now is the
‘backside’ of our tapestry. One day, when this life is finished, we are going to be able to look back on all that happened and we are going to
see something amazing, a product of the Master Weaver who has been working behind the scenes. We are going to see the ‘Front side’ of
our tapestry, the finished product.

One day we are going to see what God was doing in those dark moments and how He used them to add to the value of the finished product
of our life, and it will overwhelm us. Our mouths will fall open as we fully understand how great God is and how He was with us through all
the years faithfully working in our life.

| think about all 've gone through in life; the joys, the victories, the struggles, the sins, the failures, the mistakes, the evil actions of
others and the mysteries | never understood. | also think about the many blessings in my life: my loving wife, our dear daughters, our
grandchildren, dear friends and the laughter and joy | have experienced with others. | think about my sense of peace and joy in knowing
Jesus and realizing that He has forgiven me of my sins. Oh, the lists go on and on.

| am sure that one day my eyes will tear up in a momentary blindness as God shows me the final tapestry from my earthly life. “Why did |
ever doubt?” | believe at that time | will fall to my knees and weep uncontrollably with joy, gratitude and amazement.

I’m sure that the design and colors will be so brilliant that they will make a rainbow appear pale in comparison.
What will the blend of colors be?

For me I’'m sure there will be plenty of black representing my failures and my sins.

There will lots of red showing the blood of Christ by which those sins were forgiven.

There will be plenty of browns recalling the the pain and suffering caused by the lies, betrayals, short sightedness, selfishness, inaction,
disinterest, unfaithfulness, abandonment, neglect and indecision.

There will be grays from the dark days, illnesses, loses, injuries, unexplained suffering and hurts.

There will be green reflecting the good | have done.

There will be splashes of light blues reminding me of all the refreshing times from God in my life.

Yes, there will be yellows showing the many moments that the Son shown in my life.

There will be rich purples reflecting the majesty of my King.

Oh yes, there will be lots of GOLD indicating the many untold riches God lavished on me.

| can only imagine.
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Faith doesn’t always take you out of the problem,
Faith takes you through the problem.

Faith doesn’t always take away the pain,
Faith gives you the ability to handle the pain.

Faith doesn’t always take you out of the storm,
Faith calms you in the midst of the storm.
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Teacher’s Guide

Lessons 5 and 6 are for those who become disciples of Jesus.

These two sessions are designed to share with those who have gone through sessions 1-4 and made a decision to
become a Disciple of Jesus. You have helped them find new life in Jesus, but they are now also walking into a war
zone. Their enemy is prowling around like a lion, looking for someone to devour. Lions love new borns. While there
are many things new disciples need to learn, we have prepared a brief overview of some of the most important
things they will want to focus on and be prepared for in this new life.

Prepare them. Warn them. Support and encourage them. Teach them. Love them.

Following are some suggestions you might want to carry out.

1. Keep working with this person/people as long as possible. Don’t just drop them now that they have made a
decision. The work has just begun. Read 1 Thes. 2:6-12. Listen to Paul’s description of what he was to a group of new
Disciples.

2. It would be good for you to get and read Taking Care Of New Disciples. Download it for free at yousharejesus.org
on the resouces page.

3. Try and get them involved with other Christians; in groups, classes, training, so they get to know other Christians.
4. Make sure they have a good Bible.

S. Print off and give them a copy of the “the Answer Special Handouts” if they haven’t’ already gotten them.
Download at yousharejesus.org

6. Get them the following books. You may buy them and give as a ‘birthday’ present: as in ‘new birth’.

More Than a Carpenter by Josh McDowell - josh.org

My heart, Christ’s Home by RB Munger - amazon.com

Can a Smart Person Believe in God? by Michael Guillen - amazon.com
Secrets of the Vine by Bruce Wilkinson - amazon.com

It’s All About Love by John Hendee - yousharejesus.org

A Dragon Slayers Life by John Hendee - yousharejesus.org
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